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Abstract
“Qur’anic” family is a family based on the basis of harmony (sakinah), affection
(mawaddah), and love (rahmah). The ideal Qur’anic family is a family that is not only
valuable for its own members but is also meaningful for its surrounding families. In other
words, the Qur’anic family is individually, socially and vertically good family. The
individually good family is reflected by the personal piety of the family members, and the
socially good family could be seen from their concerns on amar ma’ruf nahi munkar
(promoting good deeds and prohibiting bad deeds) and on distributing the zakat (tithe). In
addition, the vertically good family is reflected by the family’s piety to God and His
messengers.
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Abstract
Generally speaking, all religions urge their community to start a family through marriage
institution. This institution basically has three main goals: to create peacefulness, to avoid
sexual relationship outside marriage, and to have offspring. However, these three goals ae
often intepeted on the basis of man’s supeiority. In this article, Neng Dara Affiah triesto
underline that marriage is not meant to undermine woman as a human being.
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Abstract
Within the Islamic marriage law, the issue of guardianship (wali) is quite important to
discuss. There is no agreement on the “position” of the guardian within marriage in
various madzhab. Furthermore, there are debates within the feminists on this very issue.
Within numerous laws in different Muslim countries such as Indonesia and Iraq, the issue

of guardianship has undergone some changes. This article attempts at exploring four laws
on the guardianship in there Muslim countries: Indonesia, Iraq, and Syria.
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Abstract
Issues of husband-wife relationship are heatedly discussed in various events. This is
based on the unfinished debate on the nature of husband-wife relationship: should the
relations be based on senior-junior approach or on equal partnership? In this article,
Nurun Najwah posts some reasons for the inequal positions of husband and wife in the
family. She argues that this inequality is based on certain interpretations of some
Qur’anic verses and hadith. Moreover, she offers an alternative solution in understanding
husband-wife relationship.
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Abstract
During the course of women’s movement history in Indonesia since a century ago,
‘educated’women have had assumed significant roles. They have become one of the most
important agents to promote social changes in Indonesian community, particularly in the
areas affecting women’s standing in society, such as improving and extending education,
women’s representation in the parliament, challenging the practice of child marriage and
women in the work force. This paper attempts to portray women’s empirical experiences
in dealing with their domestic affairs with particular emphasis given to the nature of their
gender relationship with husband and parents in law. The women participating in this
preliminary study do not represent the ‘working class’ who has limited qualifications in
terms of training and professional skills. Far from those characteristics, they all hold
higher degree in education and have stable career as professionals. Based on several
series of interviews, the study finds that while the women have achieved greater social
and economic status and indepency within their public life, the condition of the gender
relation within the confine of family household remains the same. It is found that women
have been assigned greater responsibility for maintaining the relationship their own
immediate family as well as with their in laws’. Not only do these women experience
double burdens, they are exposed to multi burdens in terms of gender relations with their
in laws.
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Abstract
In principle, divorce is an unwanted decision for married couples. However, sometimes
this is undeniable for many reasons. In Islam, divorce is perceived as an emergency exist
for those who could not bare the marriage any longer. What is important to underline is
the perceived opinion that it is only the husband who has the authority to divorce his
wife. This article attempts at questioning this opinion. In addition, it debates different
rights for husband and wife to get a divorce as stated in the fiqh text (known as talaq and
khulu’).
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Abstract
Islam respects the existence of marriage institutions and terms marriage as a strong bound
(misthaqan ghaliza) that has to be looked after. However, Islam allows married couples
who have some reasonable arguments to get a divorce albeit this is not a preferable deed.
In Islam, divorce could be initiated by either husband (talaq) or wife (khulu’). This article
is an attempt at discussing the question of divorec in Islam, focusing on the issues of
talaq and khulu’. It then discusses how the divorce proceedings are implemented at
Religious Courts in Indonesia.

